Constitution Day Scavenger Hunt

The Constitution is the document that set up the United States government.  It spells out the roles and responsibilities of all parts of the government as well as the rights and responsibilities of citizens.  Use the books provided to answer the questions about the U.S. Constitution.

1. What was the name given to the soldiers who helped us win independence from Great Britain?

Minutemen

2. Who drafted the Bill of Rights?

James Madison

3. The Pledge of Allegiance is an oath to follow the Constitution.  When was the Pledge written?

1892

4. The Constitution protects our freedoms including the right to protest.  What did Marian Anderson do to protest racial discrimination?

Singing at the Lincoln Memorial

5. How many justices are on the Supreme Court?  How long do they serve for?

9, life
6. Our Constitution sets up a democratic government.  What does democracy mean?

People have the power / government by the people

7. The Constitution gives the President the power to pass executive orders.  What did Teddy Roosevelt use his executive power to do?

Establish the U.S. Forest Service

8. Who is considered the “4th branch” of our government?

Citizens

9. An amendment changes the Constitution.  How did the 19th Amendment change our Constitution?

Women get the right to vote

10. What group is given the power to pass laws by the Constitution?

Congress (made up of the House of Representatives and the Senate)

11. The Constitution set up a government with 3 branches to limit the power of each.  What is the name for this system?

Checks and Balances

12. When are national elections held?

1st Tuesday after the 1st Monday in November

13. What year was the Constitution written?

1787

14. The Constitution gives the government the power to print money.  Who does this?

U.S. Mint

15. What branch of government does the President head?

Executive Branch

16. How many people are in the House of Representatives?

435

17. What does the phrase “E Pluribus Unum” mean?

“Out of Many, One”

18. Who studies our laws to be sure they do not violate the Constitution?

Supreme Court

19. What amendment guarantees the right to religious freedom?

1st amendment

20. What did the 16th amendment establish?

Income tax

21. The Constitution gives our federal government the right to establish relations with other countries.  How many foreign embassies are in our nation’s capital?   170
